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TRODU CTION. 


HEY have not apprehended the Eſſentials of 

the Chriſtian Religion, who do not conſider 

it in a hiſtorical View; the affecting Hiſtory 

of the Intercourſe between God and Man, 
from the Creation till the Redemption, comprehends 
the Syſtem of it, thro* the various Proſpects of which, 
his Power, his Wildom, his Juſtice and infinite Kind- 
neſs for Man, as well as Rules for Life, and all that is 
neceſſary for Lite Eternal appear. We are led as it 
were by the Hand of Providence from the Fall, over 
a Series of human Weakneſſes, and divine Mercies, of 
Wickedneſs and Juſtice, to the Redemption, by which 
only Merits renewed to Man, and the Patriarchs, and 
Prophets, who riſe to view in this prodigious Scene, 
were Inſtruments in the Hands of the Divinitv, who 
were ſeparated from the Ways of Men, their Virtues 
as well as their Vices to rely on Heaven for their 
Hopes and Rewards. To collect the Tenour of the 
Scriptures into the ſmalleſt Point, our Worth and Per- 
fection ſpring immediately from the Mercy and 
Grace of the Creator, both of which with the Man- 
ner of attaining them, are illuſtrated ſufficiently in 
that intereſting Narration. Before Moſes & Religion 
was confined to Tradition; and the ſimple Worſhip of 
the Heart only required. If the Frailty in our very 
Nature had not been demonſtrated in all Nations r 
, + that 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 


that Occaſion, perhaps we ſhould not have the pro- 
per Reſpect for the formal Inſtitutions of Chriftiani- 
ty. The Univerſal Reſult was that the Notions of 
Men produced into Fable, were ſhortly mingled with 
this pure ſpiritual Religion, and at length enveloped 
it quite. Then it was the Pride of abandoned Men, 
got full Scope, their darling Vices they ſet up for 
Virtues, and their admired Anceſtors for Gods ; they 
even loſt ſight of their Dependance on the Creator, 
and formed a Doctrine of Good and Evil upon the 
Principles of Convenience and Intereſt. They were 
permitted to fink thus for Ages into the laſt Depths of 
human Vanity and Impiety. At length our Saviour 


| walked the Paths of Humility;and by his Death gave 


Redemption to the World. Virtue and Religion 
were no longer ſeen different, and they became real 
by their Dependance on the Knowledge of the Di- 
vinity, of the particular Station the human Race held 

in his Regards, and of what he required of them: 
If we omit theſe in our Idea of Religion, it is no 
longer real or Chriſtian. When our Saviour had 


compleated the Syſtem of divine Worſhip, he fixed 


it on his Promiſe of Perpetuity, and the Means he 
haz made uſe of to this End, are pretty much the 
ſame he uſed to keep up his Light, for a Teſtimony 
amongſt the Jets; the Conſecration of the Sabbath 
to himſelf, as a Memorial of the very Circumſtances 
of the Creation, and alſo of his RelurreEtion ; 
Which by a continual Return every Seventh Day, is 
a neceſſary Memento of its Inſtitution. The Mis 
niſtry in Succeſſion, and diſperſed as far as the Faith 


itlelf, the religious Ceremonies, -. the Sacraments 


which take in the noted Periods of Life the great 
Feaſts and Faſts that mark the Courſe of the Year 
in its Round, every thing ſolemn, and that fills our 


Attention is ſtamped with Religion; with theſe the 


D 


Sacred Story, the Rule and Witneſs of the Whole, 


penned by the Direction of the holy Spirit, is the 


Quardian 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 


Guardian of the divine Law, (as far as we can per- 
ceive) over which his Spirit eternally prefides. Our 
Behaviour in the Warfare between Religion and our 
favourite: Paſſions, 1s the indubitable Teſt of our 
Love of God, as its Myſteries, above our Principles 
of Knowledge, prove our Faith and firm Reliance 
on his Word. Notwithſtanding the Redemption 
of the World, our frail Nature inceſſantly ſolicits us 
to Sin, and we unfortunately yield to our Natures ; 
on the other Hand, the moſt beautiful Spectacle of 
his Creation, and the moſt moving in the Sight of 
the divine Father, is repenting Man proſtrate be- 
fore him, in Tears of Sorrow and Affection: To 
make him worthy therefore of the Mercy of his 
God, and unite them again; the Redeemer of the 


World has left us the Communion, which he and 


his Apoſtles declare to be his Body and Blood, of- 


fered for Mankind. 

Humanity repoſing on its own Force, has dared 
to attack each of the divine Miſteries in Turn, which 
in the preſent Spirit of Religion in England, is gene- 
rally thought allowable for Preſervation againſt Bigo- 


try. *Tis true, it is confeſſed by the moſt knowing, 


that human Knowledge is extremely limited, even in 
Things which we have a Capacity to know, and that 
when we would trace the Divinity, and purſue 
his Works to any Depth, our Underſtanding utter- 
ly forſakes us. It is worth while to conſider why we 
do not apply this Knowledge we have of our own 
Deficiency, to regulate our Faith, and this is princi- 
pally owing to another prodigious Defect in the Minds 
of moſt Men; the Inability of collecting all our 


Knowledge into one proſpect y the Attention fixes 


on a ſingle Idea, or a Train of Ideas preſent, while 


thoſe that were before us, but a few Moments ago, 


are paſſed away entirely out of Obſervation, Pictures, 


Similitudes and Connections. which the Mind de- 
lights ever to be forming, delude us, for want of op- 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 


poſing eaſy Truths to them, which tho' they lie 
within our Reach, we neither look for, nor perceive. 
Learning which ſhould aim at an Amendment of our 
natural Defects, prodigiouſly ſtrengthens and extends 
this, as it is cultivated amongſt us. The different 
Syſtems of Philoſophy, the falſe Notions of the An- 
tients of the Creation, of Virtue and Vice, of Man 
and his Duties, of Religion and the Divinity, of 
Providence, and many other Things are unbibed 
early, and, by Turns, rule our Opinions, according 
to the Appearance and Attitude in which Objects 
ſtrike the Mind ; the very Hypotheſes we have lear- 


ned to explode, inſinuate into our Diſcourſes and 


Writings very often: Hence the Contradictions in 
voluminous Writings, where a great variety has been 
preſented to the Mind in Succeſſion ; nay the moſt 
cloſe and ſhorteſt Works have admitted irreconcile- 
able Tenets ; and ſince I have wrote the following Ef. 
ſay, I am almoſt perſuaded, every Word of it is ei- 
ther directly inculcated, or may be inferred from the 
Eſſay on human Underſtanding, againft which it is 
calculated. Of the Religious Miſteries taught in 
the divine Writings, and believed by the Catholicks, 
the real Preſence only is publickly rejected by 
the Church of England. Mr. Lock, who gives 
the general Senſe in the moſt advantageous Light, 
ſays K is againſt Reaſon, and the Teſtimony of the 
Senſes, that God is not the Author of a Contradic- 
tion, and therefore that he would not yield to the 
Teſtimony of a Miracle in its Bebalf. It is evident 


by the Manner Mr. Zock endeavours to reſcue him- 


ſelf from the Authority of the Revelation, that 
eſtabliſhes this Tenet, how much he found himſelf 
embarraſſed by it. In the following Lines I have at- 
tempted to prove the Doctrine of the real Preſence, 


neither contrary to Reaſon nor the Evidence of the 
Senſes. 


A Man 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 

A Man would be laught at for ſerious Apprehen- 
ſions of a Relapſe to Heatheniſm, and heathen Prin- 
ciples, yet I cannot conceive that a Name determines 
the Eſſentials of a Religion. As it is allowed moſt 
Authors in the Courſe of their Writings, to ſay ſome- 
thing inſignificant on Account of Humanity; I will 
here put in my Claim for, the ſame Indulgence, and 
{ſubmit to the Judgment. of my Readers, a Point 
merely . ſpeculative. Suppoſe a Country where the 
Chriſtian Religion was indeed profeſt, and the Scrip- 
tures lay open to all; but no where ſo ill underſtood, 
if there to judge from the general Senſe of the Cler- 
oy and Laity, Humility, Meekneſs, Reſignation to 
the Word of God, Self-denial, and an Endeavour to 
imitate our Saviour, and the beſt calculated Rules 
that human Invention and long Obſervations could 
frame, for defending ourſelves againſt the Attacks of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, were in the ut- 
moſt Contempt, and branded with odious Appellati- 
ons picked up out of Ridicule and Abomination: If 
Morality-were inculcated and followed on the Score of 
publick Good, and Self- intereſt, and the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gument againſt a Tenet were its Diſagreement with 
the Conſtitution; if Patriotiſm were recommended 
from the Pulpit, and the Scriptures were tried as a 
philoſophick Syſtem, and its Doctrine weighed and 
often overballanced by Hypotheſes long exploded, and 
the whole ſuſpected by the moſt ſerious. as the Con- 


trivance of Prieſts ; ſuch a motly ſuperficial Religion 


under the Name of Chriſtian, but conſtituted on the 
Principles of Paganilm, if at any time hereafter it 
ſhould exiſt, I appeal to all Men who like ſimple 
Truth, if it be not as meritorious, and more honeſt 
in its Profeſſors to ſtrip it of its falſe Title, and make 
it Pagan throughout. The Quotations from Mr. 
Lock, are taken from the Abridgment, as being more 
conciſe. I took this particular Point in Hand, be- 
cauſe it is leaſt ſuſpected of being introduced, to ad- 


VAnce. 


8 INTRODUCTION. 
vance the worldly Intereſt of the Clergy. Let me 
add that it is eaſy to perceive the Proofs J offer that 
all the Qualities we know, can only be reſolved into 
Ideas, are paſſed over in haſte; the Reaſons are, they 
have been laid down ſo full and clear, by the moſt in- 
genious and penttrating Dr. Berkeley, the preſent Bi- 
ſhop of Cloyne (whoſe Learning and Genius are ſo evi. 
dently above the common Standard of the firſt Lights 
of Philoſophy, as to render an Elogium on either, im- 
inent) and this not being a pure Enquiry into any 
Branch of Learning, will not admit a curious Reſearch 
into Principles in Detail, whereof however it ſtands in 
need. Wherefore I refer to his Principles of human 
Knowledge, for a perfect Demonſtration againſt the 
external Exiftence of perceived Qualities, and a Re- 
moval of the chief Difficulties that ſurround that 
Doctrine. The diſſenting from his Opinion in the 
final Scope of what is contained herein, is to be pla- 
ced to the ſincere Delivery of what I think, and Re- 
quires an Apology different from the Deſign of this 
little Pamphlet. | 
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HE RE is no conſiderable Diſpute about 
the Words our Saviour made uſe of, when 
he gave the Sacrament at his laſt Supper. 
| All our Tranſlations render them“ This is 
* my Body, and this is my Blood of the New Teſ- 
© tament, which ſhall be ſhed for many,“ wherefore 
the literal Words of the Text are ſufficient to ſhew 
in, what Senſe the Catholicks receive the Com- 
munion. Vid. Matt, Chap. 26. V. 26, 27, 
28, Mark C. 14. V.' 22, 23, 24. Luke Ch. 22. 
„ 

Thoſe who do not believe in the Real Preſence, 
ſay in Defence of their Opinion, that our Saviour's 
NAN in their literal Meaning, imply an Impoſſibi- 
ity, | 
B Mr. 
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Mr. Lock in his Eſſay on human Underſtanding; 
ſays the Ideas of primary Qualities of Bodies are Re- 
ſemblances of them. The Bulk, Number, Fi- 
gure, and Motion of the Parts of Fire are really in 
it. And therefore are called real Qualities: Vid. 
Lock's Eſſay, Some further Conſiderations toncern- 
ing ſimple Ideas. Our Knowledge is real, as far as 
there is a Conformity between our Ideas and the 
Reality of Things. — Simple Ideas, agree with the 
Things themſelves. ——And this Conformity between 
our ſimple Ideas, and the Exiſtence of Things, is 
ſufficient for real Knowledge., Vid. Do. Of the Re- 
ality of Knowleage. | | 

Revelation cannot be admitted againſt the clear 
Evidence of Reaſon. The Ideas of one Body, 
and one Place, do ſo clearly agree, that we can ne- 
ver aſſent to a Propoſition that affirms the ſame Body 
to be in two diſtinct Places at once, for ſince we can- 
not have an Aſſurance of any Thing being a divine 
Revelation, greater than our Knowledge, founded 
on the Principles of Reaſon, we ſhould never quit 
the Evidence of Reaſon, to give Place to a Propoſiti- 
on, whoſe Revelation has not a greater Evidence 
than thoſe Principles have. Vid. Do. Of Faith and 
Reaſon. | | 

When a Perſon diſſents from a very great Autho- 
rity, he ſtands in need of Reaſons that want nothing 
of Demonſtration, to gain a favourable Hearing, 
even from the Lovers of Truth. Mr. Lock imagin- 
ed firſt Qualities, to exiſt really in external Matter, 
or rather that he was acquainted with ſome of its Pro- 
perties, from whence he drew Conſequences of great 
Weight in Learning and Religion; I cannot help 
looking on this his Opinion as Chimerical, and the 
Conſequences of Courle, to have as little Reality as 
their Foundation. 

Thoſe who have dipped into the phyſical Hypo- 
- .theles of Philoſophers, have undoubtedly * 

| | chen 
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their Diſagreement in defining the Eſſence of Body 
in General, for Inſtance, the Peripatheticks, ſay it 
is compoſed of Matter, Form, and Privation ; the 
Epicureans and Corpuſcularians of an Aſſemblage of 
weighty hooked Atoms; the Cartheſians of Exten- 
tenſion ; and the Newtonians of ſolid, maſſy, hard, 
impenetrable moveable Particles, ranged in ſuch a 
Manner, as to produce ſuch a Form. 
No Perſon can reaſonably ſuſpect the great Capa- 
city and Ingenuity of the Authors of thoſe Hy- 
eee and notwithſtanding all the Aids and 
xperiments of natural Philoſophy, in which 
particular Branch of Learning, the greateſt Advan- 
ces have been made, and the Sagacity of Man 
wrought out to the moſt ſurprizing Lengths in his 


_ Efforts, to explicate Matter; yet is the laſt of theſe 


apparently not drawn from any new Diſcovery, or 
inlight into Matter. The Mathematicks, or any real 
Science from the firſt Rudiments, are capable of Ad- 


vances, and tho? Men ſhould take different Methods, 


and purſue different Tracts to any Theorem, the 
Theorem itſelf will be identically the ſame. If ten 
thouſand Mathematicians without comparing Notes, 
had diſcovered the famous 47th of the firſt of Euclid, 
they would all agree that the Square of the Hypo- 
thenuſe of a right angled Triangle, is equal to the 
Squares of the other two Sides. As it is the proper- 
ty 'of real Science, I mean what Man is capable of ar- 


| Tiving to the Knowledge of, to lead from the moſt 


ſimple Obſervations, and reſt at the ſame Truths : 
It is natural for Men when they have no Knowledge, 
nor natural Abilities to come at the Truth, to take 
different Routs in the Dark, never to make nearer 
Approaches to Knowledge, and never to 6x on the 
ſame Opinions; like the Seekers of the Philoſopher's 
Stone. To come to the Point in Hand, the real Eſ- 
fence of Body eſcapes our utmoſt Penetration, or to 
ſpeak accurately, is not the Object of human Know- 
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ledge; as may be ſuſpected from the above quoted 
Definitions, which are capable of being ſpun'outinto 
many Volumes, without coming to a ſatisfactory 
Concluſion; what J have ſaid will appear more plain- 
ly, if we examine the Capacity of the Mind; and all 
that we can fix upon with Certainty about Matter 
apart. 

PTbe Mind of Man is a Receptacle of Ideas only, 
it is capable of containing no other kind of Furniture 
than Perceptions, according to the meaning of that 


Word, and this, as it is of the firſt and cleareſt Part 


of our Knowledge, neither needs nor admits of great- 
er Proof than what every Man muſt obſerve, and 
aſſent to, who rhinks. Simple Ideas are ſufficiently di- 


ſtinguiſhed in themſelves, our Complex Ideas are diſtin- 


guifhed by the Combination of ſim ple Ideas, that 
make them up; yellow, fuſible, very heavy, pro- 
digiouſly malcable, _ extended, ſolid, _ c. form our 


Idea of Gold; 5 a peculiar white, fuſible, heavy and 


maleable to 4 certain Degree, extended, ſolid, c. 
form our Idea of Siber. It is obſervable, that 
amongſt the ſimple Ideas thus united, ſome ſerve 
to point out the 15 Species from others 
that have many, imple Ideas, in common witt 

X, at Gold from Silver. Others ſerve as a kind 
of. more Univerfal Livery y, for ranging many 
Species into a Claſs, ſuch as Metal, which, has 
ſome Ideas that are found in every Species, com- 
prehended therein: Hence the S} pecies and Genus of 
the Schools, but theſe Terms of Art are only relax 

tive to each other, according as we take a more ex- 
tchſive, or confined Profpett | in, 'as the Genus of Me- 
tals, ſpecify but a part of, Fol Is; and thus the 
Mind continnes to pi its Ideas i into Ranks w reat 


Regularity, and to take in larger Gre roupes, as far as 


any fix2d Idea is obſervable for à general Te n 
thro' all. Solid, impenetrable, extended, moyeable,are 
the molt univerſal Charadteriſticks, wherefore all its 
Claſſes are collected into a general one under the De- 


nomination 


the Diſtinction between firſt and ſecond 


(13) 
nomination of Matter, and thoſe Characteriſticks, 
being in all our Ideas of Matter, are called primary 
Qualities. 
From what I have ſaid, it may eaſily be conceived, 
that the Definitions of Matter, I have taken notice 
of, are compoſed of Ideas in ſuch Terms as their 


Authors thought proper to put them in. The De- 
finition of the Newtonians, is but a cautious aggregate 
of the Ideas found in all parts of Matter, and which 
gives occaſion to bring all its Sub-denominations into 
a ſingle Proſpect. But ſolid, impenetrable and ex- 
tended, are as real Ideas, as real native Beings of the 
Mind, as yellow, or fuſible ; and make as eſſential a 
Part in the Complex Idea. Nothing can have leſs 
Accuracy and Truth, than the Vulgar Diſtinction 
between real and imaginary Qualities, as it makes a 
Diviſion in Words, between things not diviſible in 
Nature, For I appeal to any Man living, if he has 
not firſt Qualities as truly in Perception, or in Idea, as 
ſecondary ones, and likewiſe in the very ſame indi- 
vidual Complex Idea, if in Gold, the yellow be not 
accompanied throughout by Extenſion, it they be 
ſeparable, and can be ſet aſunder by any Art. That 
Qualities, 
canſiſts in this Contradiſtinction of Individuals and 
Kinds, by a Diſpoſition of the Mind, is plain hence, 
that tho?, Matter be but the Aggregate of Individuals, 
and conſequently, contains nothing elſe, but is the 
ſame in Repe& of them, as a Sum is in Reſpect of 
its component Numbers, yet in the Definition of In- 
dividuals, we leave out the prime Qualities, and in 
the Definition of one, or all the Claſſes of Matter, 
we take no notice of ſecondary Ones, or Marks of 
Individuals, according to the Nature of all general 
Characters. To Conſtitute thoſe Definitions true, re- 
quires only Ingenuity in forming them, tho” there be 
a hundred different ones, according to the Experi- 
ence, Perception, and Manner of Expreſſion of their 
ak Authors 
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(14) 
Authors ; and their Followers might be for ever di- 
vided without the Imputation of Sophiſtry or Fal- 


ſhood, as they happened to tally with their Ma- 


ſters. 

But external Matter ſet apart from Ideas, is inde- 
pendent of them, and allowed to be of a more fix- 
ed Nature. If we a thouſand Times ranſack our 
Fund of Knowledge over and over, we will find no- 
thing there but Ideas; if we ſtrive to lay hold on 
any thing there but Perceptions, we always find our- 
ſelves baffled. The Vanity of ſuch an Endeavour, 
is ſufficiently illuſtrated by thoſe great Men, who have 
every one given us Ideas for Matter, The Truth 
is our Knowledge in the largeſt extent it is capable of, 
reaches no farther than our Ideas, beyond the Boun- 
daries whereof lies Matter. From our own Per- 
ceptions, we have a Notion of Exiftence, to this we 
add the privative Idea of what we feel, as unthink- 
ing, and this negative Deſcriptian, which is as near 
it as we can poſſibly go, is the beſt that can be 


given of Matter. Thoſe who add extended, folid, 


Sc. evidently confound Ideas and external Matter, 
for no Perſon will deny but extended, folid, are 
Ideas, yet might, every thing that exiſts out of the 
Mind, continue in being to Eternity, tho? there were 
no thinking Creature to entertain Ideas. It is ſhock- 
ing to common Senſe, to fay Qualities exiſt out of 
their Subject, and it is equally irreconcileable to aſ- 

ſert that extended, ſolid, which evidently exiſt in 
the Mind, are Qualities of external Body, or Body 
unperceived, or indeed can exiſt any where out of a 


Mind, while it is common Senſe to ſay, a Perception 


is a Perception, and can be nothing elſe. 

It is no leſs a Paradox, that Ideas are Reſem- 
blances of the Qualities of external Matter. Tho” 
Mr. Lock's Doctrine, cannot be reſolved into this, yet 
his Followers may aſſert it, to get out of the Ab- 
ſurdity of maintaining the ſame identical . a 

tar, 


Property which is not an Idea. 


(15) 


Star, and in the Minds of many Men àt once, which 
is by far more contradictory to Senſe, than that the 
ſame external Body of whoſe Properties we are en- 
tirely ignorant, ſhould be in many Places at the ſame 


Time : No Man upon Earth can name, or contem- 
plate a Quality or Property, or any Similitude of a 

And I am ſure to 
ſay no more, it is an inconſiderate Revery to hold a 
Perception, like a Thing not perceptible, or a 


Thought like a Quality of external Matter, Things 


more diſparate and incommenſurable, than the moit 
oppoſite Ideas we can frame. The Minds Capacity 
for nothing but Ideas ſets this in a clear Light. From 


Body, let us abſtract all Ideas, what remains after, 


demonſtrably cannot be conſidered or tallied with any 
thing we can think of : The Compariſon between 


Perceptible and Imperceptible, is impoſſible, and if 


any one aſſerts Ideas like Qualities in Matter, diſtinct 
from Thought, the Queſtion will for ever return how 
he came to know that, who knows nothing but 
Thoughts, Beſides Things that have only a Likeneſs 
of each other, are alſo diſtinct, and have ſome Dif- 
ference, unleſs Extention, Solidity, be Ideas in ex- 
ternal Matter as well as in the Mind; now this Diffe- 
rence will reaſonably be required of a Perſon who 
pretends to know the Conformity of Things, and to 
know them likewiſe to be diſtinct. And ſuch a 
Knowledge preſuppoſes a ſeparate diſtinct Perception 
and View of the two Things ſo tallied, for Inſtance 
of Extenſion, Solidity, as in the Mind, and of Exten- 
tion and Solidity, out of the Mind in external Mat- 
ter. 

Hence it is den that when we argue from any 


Properties in external Matter, we ſpeak Words with- 


out a Meaning. And an Argument that retires into 
the unfathomable Abyſs of Nonſenſe, does not in 
its Nature bear Conviction, like an impudent diame- 


trical F . This is happily illuſtrated in the very 


N 


| 
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Principles on which Mr, Lock grounds his Infidelity 
of the real Preſence, viz. the Agreement of one 
Body and one Place ; the moſt palpable Property of 
Body, and that wherein only it agrees with Place is 
Extention. Extention is diviſible, and half of any 
Extention is ſtill Extention, wherefore it 1s always 
diviſible ad infinitum. To enforce this Theory, 
there is a mathematical Demonſtration, that a Line 


may be diminiſhed to Eternity, without being 


entirely exhauſted. It is alſo very certain that 
our Ideas of finite Place, and an infinite Num- 


ber of Extentions or extended Bodies, can ne- 


ver be brought to agree, that an infinite Number of 
Parts, contains an Abſurdity in the very Terms, and 
that it 1s ſhocking to common Senſe, to imagine, a 


TI 
Mite contains as many Parts as the Univerſe ; and 


the Arguments pro and con, may be carried on 


to the End of the World undetermined, equally built 
on the Agreement of Body and Place, and deduce- 
able from it, tho* they be diametrically Oppoſites. 

If we do not ſhut our Eyes againſt Reaſon, we 
will plainly fee that whatever Laws our Ideas are 
ſubmirted to, it is ill-grounded to judge external 
Matter ſubmitted to the ſame, if the Ideas of all 
Mankind were confuſed, or if our Senſes and man- 
ner of Perception were varied ſo as to receive diffe- 
rent Ideas from all thoſe that affect us in our preſent 
Condition, it ought not to follow that external Mat- 
ter, would thereby receive any Change; they ap- 
pear ſo remote, and the Compariſon of them ſo ex- 
travagant, that we may reaſonably conclude what 
may be affirmed of one muſt be denied of the 
other; at leaſt in all the Proſpects we can take of an 


Idea, we can perceive no Conformity of Matter 


therewith. | 
The Agreement of one Body and one Place, is the 
Reſult of our Perceptions, and the Laws of Nature, 
to which they are ſubject, but this concludes nothing 
| — 
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7) 
of external Matter, whoſe Properties lie open, per- 
haps only to the Intelligence that gave it Exiſtence, 
all chat we can affirm of it is, that it has none of the 
Properties of Thought perceptible, LEES 

To keep myſelf clear of the Imputation of Scep- 
ticiſm, it may be proper to give ſome Account of my 
Opinion, concerning the Exiſtence of Things Exter- 
nal, and how we came by that Idea. That there are 
no external Eſſences, becauſe our Minds are not for- 
med to comprehend them, is very inconcluſive and 
bad Reaſoning. If indeed we were certain, that no 
Uſes were for Beings, beſides what we know, we 
might with ſome ſhew of Probability ſuſpect there were 
none, but. ſince we are certain of our own Exiſtence, 
without knowing the Deſigns of the Creator in mak- 
ing us, but that in general it be the divine Will, fo 
we cannot on any Foundation, ſay or believe, but 
there are Millions of other Eſſences in Exiſtence, 
appropriated to his Views and Purpoles. And that 
there are, 1s one of the firſt and ſtrongeſt Suggeſti- 
ons of Nature. It is neither a deduction of Philoſo- 
phy, reſulting from a Syſtem, or framed to advance 
one. 

It may conduce to let in Light upon my main 
Scope, to give my Opinion of the Caule of the vul- 
gar Doctrine of an external World, we perceive 
ſomething in us of ſell-inſtant Celerity, That bears 
no Proportion, no manner of Compariſon with the 
Speed of any thing we perceive, or can imagine be- 
ſides : the Motion of the Sun, or of a Sun Beam, is 
Slowneſs itſelf, in Compariſon of it; and the Di- 
ſtance of the Stars gives it no more Pauſe, no more 
Delay to fly over, than the Length of a Yard. The Re- 
poſitum of this we call the Mind, and its Act Thought. 
Me alſo perceive ſomething very different from 
the Mind, which is not able to accompany it, we 
find that the Mind ſometimes is able to acquire more 
ſatisfactory, clear, and intimate 3 
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ſometimes much more confuſed, imperfect and weak 
ones, that ſometimes the Thought itſelf, the natural 
Act of the Soul is ſuſpended. That we often re- 
ceive Impreſſions of Pain, which the Mind naturally 
abhors, and chat where the Soul has a Capacity, and 
Deſire of Knowledge, it finds itſelf as it were, clou- 
ded, and its natural Exertion in vain, which would 
not be the Caſe if its Powers were quite free. This 
Impediment that fetters the Soul we call Body. Ideas 
whoſe whole Origin, encreaſe, and: Perfection we 
perceive in ourſelves, ſuch as Paſſions, c. we rea- 
dily attribute entirely to the Mind. Bu: partial Ideas, 
ſuch as Extention, Solidity, the whole of which, 

every Minute's Experience teaches us is not in the 
Mind at one Time, but that a new Part thereof flows 
in, as another recedes, th-ie the Mind attributes to 
ſome external diſtant Spring : In the fame Manner as 
I would take it for granted, that the exotick Fruit I 
ſee, grew on ſome Tree, tho' I know not what Kind, 

or where it grew. People hardly ever take any no- 


tice of the Manner in which they acquire Knowledge, 


it ſlides imperceptibly into the Mind, unie.s it be the 
Effect of Application and Study. The Knowledge 
of a Lad of twenty Years of Age, who never got 
regular Learning, is very extenſive, compar'd. to 
that of an Infant but a Month old. Vet aſk him to 
trace back any Branch of his little Stock of Know- 
ledge, to its firſt Entrance into his Mind, and he 
will find himſelf inexplicably aſtray. The Doctrine 
of innate Ideas, in the Cartheſian Senſe, aroſe, per- 
haps, from this Forgetfulneſs, or rather Inobſer- 
vance of the minute Acquiſitions of the Mind, and the 
gradual Hints from which the Judgment is poſſeſſed 
early. To make it more clear, that our Notion of 
Body, riſes thus within ourſelves, and not from any 
Advices abroad, we may reflect, that the Organs on 
which the Mind is obliged to wait for a gradual Infor- 
mation, contrary: © to the flaſhy Nature of the Mind, 


are 
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are placed in the Body. And we determine only ſuch 
Things as make an Impreſſion on our own to be Bo- 
dies. This Part of us fo ſenſibly felt in the Effects, 
we cannot help turning our Thoughts towards, tho? 
we do it as People ſhut their Eyes, without reflecting 
that they do ſo. But finding nothing except partial 
Ideas, as Extention, Solidity, Figure, &c. whole 
utmoſt Limits, do not at once enter the Mind, but 
ſeem too large for it to graſp in the whole Extent, 
and roll away as they arrive in Succeſſion, theſe Ideas 
theretore we look on as Foreigners in the Mind, and 
occurring ſo officiouſly, thro' all Reſearches, we 
without Examination take them for characters of ex- 
ternal Body, and ſometimes for the Body itſelf, as 
the Indians take Thunder for the Deity. So natural 
it is for all Mankind to dreſs up what they do not 
know, in the Character of what they do. I don't 
know how properly I can call this my Opinion of 
the popular Suggeſtion of an external World. The 
great Flexibility of the Brain of Infants, and the De- 
licacy of the Touches made by the Hand of Time, 


which tho' for any ſhort Interval, they be unobſer- 


vable, inſenſible, yet in Years, they amount to an 
indelible Impreſſion. The Difference between the 
Intellectuals of Children and Men. Add, that as 
the World ſtands, an external World is not ſo much 
the ſole Judgment of any Perſons living, As a Tra- 
dition of Ages, which concurs with the firſt natural 


Cauſes of the Suggeſtion. All theſe make it now ve- 


ry uncertain to trace out the Original Cauſes of the 


Impreſſion. What I have advanced, takes up the 


Place, only for want of ſomething more ſatisfactory, 
and as ſuch, it lies at the Reader's Mercy. What I 


take upon me to maintain, I give my Reaſons for, 


and | hope it is excuſable not to quit theſe, till better 
appear. I believe, Ideas to be Ideas, and Matter to 
be Matter, And each of theſe with all its Proper- 
ties, to be within the Limits of their particular Pro- 
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vinces, over which they do not ruſh and confound 
created Nature. I have repeated the Reaſons I 
have to think them incommenſurable, and of dif- 
terent Natures, and conſequently that it is abſurd, to 
lay the Laws appropriated to Ideas, compel Matter, or 


that the Agreement of the Idea of Body, and the 


Idea of Place, extends between external Matter and 
the Idea of Place. | 

Let me here obſerve, that when Men talk of a 
Change in Bodies by Art, they only mean the Change, 
the Addition, or Subſtraction of one or more of the 
{imple Ideas, inthe united Aſſemblage, which Chance 
or Experience may give them a Hint of. But 
when the Creator reveals to us, a Change in any Part 
of Matter, we are to underſtand a Change either in the 
real Conſtitution gr Idea, according to the Purport of 
the Revelation, of Effect we perceive produced, ſince 
they are both equally of his Creation, and in his 
Power. In the Lord's Supper, he aſſures us the 
Bread and Wine is his Body and Blood; and the 
Ideas of Bread and Wine remain. Is it not then a 
ſtrange Perverſeneſs, a prophane Incredulity, to de- 
ny what he ſaid Poſſible, becauſe the former Appear- 
ance continues, more eſpecially as it is neceſſary to 
the important Effect on Mankind, to continue the 
tormer Appearance, after the Change of the Eſ- 
ſence.” 

The Neceſſity I ſpeak of, is of exceeding great 
Weight, in an unprejudiced Enquiry into this Point. 
We have no realon to judge it more difficult to 
change the Eſſence of Matter, than to give it Ex- 
iſtence, but if to this Change in the Eſſence, were 
added a Change of Appearance, it would remove 
the Doubts of the moſt narrow Underſtanding, that 
meaſures Almighty Power by Man, and the ſubtileſt 
! ogician, tho' he ſpun out his Diſtinctions and Rea- 
ſonings, to a Volume, would be laught at, if he 

would deny the Change of the Bread, it the Flavour, 


Colour, 
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Colour, Taſte, Sc. were changed, and the whole 
Idea became Bread: But the Effect of ſuch a viſible 
Alteration, would be no leſs than an entire Change in 
the Plan, which it has pleaſed God to give the Chriſti- 
an Religion, and the preſent Boundaries of our Faith. 


Faith and Conviction are very different Things. Our 


Religion is moſtly Hiſtorical, there is no abſolute in- 
dependent Virtue in Man, whereby he deſerves Hap- 


pineſs, but the Grace of his Creator, has put an 


Equivalent in his Power, in implicit Faith, Humility 
and Reſignation to the divine Will; the nearer 
Faith approaches to Conviction) (unleſs by a firm 


Reliance on his Word) the more it loſes of its Me- 


rit. The viſible and publick Miracle hinted at above, 
would in a Manner force the Aſſent, and prevent the 
Bleſſings of thoſe who believe, and do not fee. It is 
eaſy to conceive the Effect would be great on the po- 
lite Unbelieving World, obſtinate Infidels, blind 
Atheiſts, Jews, and Hereticks, and the great Altera- 
tion it would make by its Influence on Piety and good 
Works; the very pointing out of the Miniſtry, that 
have a Power to give the Bleſſing, and diſpenſe the 
Sacrament, (I believe few will contend, that every 

Body 1s equally commiſſioned) would alter very con- 
ſiderably, the preſent Aſpect of Religion, and put it on 
another Footing. It is evidently neceſſary therefore 
to the preſent Syitem of Religion and Piety, to leave 
the Perception of Bread unchanged, and this wall 
have 1:s proper Force on a Mind open for Truth, as 
it takes entirely away ſo much ot the Suppoſition, 
that our Saviour means figuratively, as is built on the 
Appearance of the Bread, remaining after the Bleſ- 
ſing. The remaining Part of the Argument, whe- 
ther God has the Power of changing the Eſſence of 
Bread, into the Eſſence of Fleſh, without an Altera- 
tion in the Appearance, refers to the Queſtion, whe- 
ther external Matter and Idea be of the ſame Nature, 
and ſubmit to the ſame Regulations; and that from an 


inhe- 
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inherent Affection in themſelves, independent on the 
Power, and Will of God. To this it is a ſufficient 
Anſwer, that Ideas only come within the Sphere of 

our Knowledge, that God knows his Power over the 
Parts of his own Creation beſt, however to judge more 
particular, we perceive as little Difficulty in ſuch a 
Change, as in the primitive Creation, but we can by 
no means, perceive any Connection between Matter 
and Idea, by which the Change of the one, would 
effect the Change of the other. 

It may be proper to take Notice of a vulgar Ob- 

jection, that may be thrown in my Way, viz. that if 
our Ideas be not like Matter, or any thing inherent 
therein, our Creator deceives us every Moment; eſ- 
pecially as Mr. Lock has carried this Opinion to an 
extraordinary Length, when he inſinuates by his Con- 
tradiction of Revelation and Reaſon, in this Point, 
that he was acquainted with external Matter, and that 
he found it ſubject to the Laws of Ideas, both of 
which are falſe, and may be proved ſo from his own 
Eſſay. 
The anſwer to both is, that our Senſes are given us, 
for the Conveniences of Life, to furniſh us with Per- 
ceptions, within the Sphere of which our Happineſs, 
our Miſery, and all that is of any Moment to us lies, 
but not to let us into the Conſtitution of the Creation, 
or to pry into the Properties of Matter, whoſe Form- 
ation or Qconomy is not of our Management, and 
with which we have nothing to do. Does our Ideas 
tell us, that any thing out of the Mind exiſts like 
themſclves ? Do we perceive one thing an Idea, and 
another thing not an Idea, but like it? Or when did 
God tell us that we knew the Regulation of external 
Matter, its Agreements and Diſagreements ? Or how 
did we make the Diſcovery by our own Sagacity, that 
we ſhould lo clearly find the Contradiction between it 
and Revelation ? Nay, fo far are we from being de- 
cerved, that it is a Truth, which a little Reflection 
demonſtrates, 


(23) 
demonſtrates, that the Creator did not intend we 
ſhould become acquainted with Matter ; we have a 
vety delicate Senſe of Perceptions, which compre- 
hends all that is intereſting to us, we are allo en- 
dued with a ſurprizing Warineſs, Quickneſs, and 
Penetration of the Aae! Order, in which theſe 
are produced. And the Uſe of Experience, is to 
evade and prevent, ſuch as are painful, and to 
turn our Attention towards procuring thoſe that are 
accompanied with Eaſe, or Pleaſure. This Sagacity 
in Man, with the Cauſe of it, I take it to be his 
diſtinguiſhing Faculty, it is more univerſal than In- 
ſtint, and far inferior to an intuitive Knowledge of 
the Connections and Relations of Ideas, in which 
perhaps, conſiſts the Knowledge of Angels; and it 
is wonderfully adapted to free Will and Choice. 
Our Senſes as far as they convey Ideas to the Mind, 
and Reaſon, that reviews and judges them, are in- 
ſtrumental to Demonſtration in Ideas, but they nei- 
ther comprehend external Matter, nor demonſtrate 
any thing of it. Mr. Lock's Idea, which he calls 
his Idea of Body, is no Rule to external Body, and 
the Agreement of 'one Body, and one Place, if he 
meant external Body, had evidently the ſame Foun- 
dation for Demonſtration, as the Agreement of one 
Exiſtence, and one Place; and yet the only two Be- 
ings of whoſe Exiſtence he had real Knowledge, have 
no neceſſary Agreement with Place, that we can com- 
prehend. It is viſible, that Mr. Lock meant that ex- 
ternal Matter, was under the ſame Regulations with 
Ideas, and felt the ſame Agreements and Diſagree- 
ments, if he is to be underſtood to ſpeak any Thing 
to the Purpoſe, for no Body argues with him for a 
Change in the Appearance of the Bread and Wine, 
and his Deception was natural enough. For we 
have no Inſtinct to perceive, that we are deficient in 
the Knowledge of the Natures of Beings, when we 
cannot comprehend the Beings themſelves. This 
| | We 
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we may learn from the Notions. of all Men of fpiri- 
tual Beings, from Homer to: Shakeſpear , who have 


given the Paſſions and Actions of Men to their Det- 
ties and Fairies, and never. were able to lift their 
Thoughts beyond Humanity. Mr. Lock's Deciſi- 


on, puts me in Mind of the blind Man, who ſaid he 


comprehended Scarlet, and that it reſembled the 
ſound of a Trumpet. 

Tho' our Senſes convey no Science of Matter to 
us, yet it is an indiſputable Truth, that we perceive 
in our Senſations a Regularity and Order, an aſ- 
ſemblage that return together in complex Ideas, and 
a Precedence of ſome complex Ideas to others, from 
whence they never are obſerved to deviate. From the 
perpetual Return of this Order, we may conclude 
with great Certainty, that while the preſent Syſtem 
endures, this Order will alſo remain, tho' the Con- 
nection of Ideas be hid from us: Whenever it hap- 
pens, that this Order is broke thro?, or ſuſpended, 
we may be ſure, the Deviation is from the Lord of 
Nature ; as when we touch Fire without burning, or 
lee a dead Man reſtored to Life, we have indiſputa- 
ble Signals of the Interpoſition of the Creator. 
Hence the Teſtimony of a Miracle, is of infinitely 
more Weight than the Evidence of the Senſes, when 
by the Evidence of the Senſcs, we mean any ſuppoſed 
Science of external Bodies, or Deductions made out 
al the Sphere of Ideas. To convince us of a 
Change, in the Eſſence of any Part of Matter, 
which we have no intuitive Means of comprehend- 

ng, a Miracle is ſufficient, ſince it proves at leaſt that 
= Change! is aſſerted by him whofe Flat formed Na- 


ture, and whoſe Will is its Law. 


That I may not be miſrepreſented, let me add 
what may be deduccd from what goes before; that I 
do not hereby pretend to give a Demonſtration,. upon 
the meer Principles of Reaſon, that the Eſſence of 
the Bread is changed into. the Eſſence of Fleſh, in 
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the Lord's Supper; Demonſtration herein is no more 
to be expected, than in the other Miſterics of our 
Faith, ſince Demonſtration and Miſtery, exclude 
each other, To prove a Miſtery of Faith, it is fut- 
ficient to ſhew that it is inculcated by a Revelation 
from God, and that it docs not come within the Cog- 
nizance of our Reaſon : The Lord's Supper has both 
of thoſe Characters. And it is evident, that to pre- 
ſerve Virtue and Vice, and even the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, as it pleaſed God to leave them, it is neceſſary 
to continue the Appearance of Bicad, after the E- 
ſence is changed. Theſe Things conſidered, I 
appeal to all who hope for Salvation, thro? the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, if they can refule their Aſſent to Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, aſſerted by the Lord of Nature, mere- 
ly, becauſe the prior Appearance of Bread re- 
mains, 

But I ſhould not behave with that ſtrict Candour, 
which gave Occaſion to this little Rhapſody, and 1s 
the beſt Recommendation of it, it I had not owned 
it was not by this Tract of Reaſoning, into which I 
have been driven, that I came into my preſent Opi- 
nion of the real Preſence, The Drift of this is evi- 
dently to prove the Words of our Saviour in the li- 
teral Senſe, not contrary to Reaſon, nor impoſſible 


on any known Principles of Knowledge. Beſides the 


Opinion of the Univerſal Church, ſince the Times 
of Cipriau, Tertullian, and Ireneus, in the Second 
Century, when the Converſations and Lives of our 
Saviour and the Apoſtles, were circumſtantially got 
by Heart, by the primitive Chriſtians, Men, Wo— 
men and Children; when their Diſcourſes were re— 
cent, and ſeveral Authentick Writings, now loſt 
were extant ; the Rule of my Conſcience, is an im- 


Pl cit Faith, in the Words of our Saviour, who could 


not be deceived in his Power over Matter, and did 
not deceive us. The Solemnity of his laſt Supper, 


the Conſequence thereof to Mankind, his Charge and 
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Authority leſt behind to continue it, ſtrongly ſhew 
the lmpropriety of a figurative Manner of ſpeaking. 
Our Saviour did not deſign his Words as a Snare to 
thote who would repoſe their Faith on him, the Con- 
ſequences are not an overcharged Suppoſition, and all 
Chriſtians mult believe that he knew Millions of well- 
meaning People, would venture their Faith on his 
Akrmation. Every Body of Ingenuity, is conſci— 
ous, how ſhocking an Ambiguity would be therein, 
and 1 recommend it to all Chriſtians, who earneſtly 
refolve at any Rate, to ſecure the Intereſts of the 
Soul, not to give up their Judgment, on which ſo 
much depends lightly to prepoſſeſſions, but allow 
every Circumſtance, the Force it naturally bears, and 
coniider that the Apoſtles in expounding our Savi- 
ours Doctrine, and in ſpeaking of the Communion, 
which they often did, have not hinted that our Sa- 
viour meant figuratively ; on the Contrary, they con- 
ſtantly inculcated the Lord's Supper, to be the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt. I intreat them allo to give its 
proper Weight to the Argument that would make our 
Saviour, the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles combine to 
ſpeak figuratively of one important Article in all 
Places, and yet very induſtriouſly hide the Appear- 
ance of the Figure. 


The Biſhop of Meaux, very juſtly and charitably 


recommends to the Notice of all Chriſtians, that 
when Chriſt commands this Sacrament to be taken in 
Memory of him, in Luke Chap. 22. Verſe 19, 
20. his Orders are not to remember him by it, 
but to take his Body and Blood in Memory of 
hum. 8 

Jo juſtify the Refuſal of our Aſſent to the Aſſerti- 
on of our Saviour, requires at leaſt the moſt perfect 
Demonſtration. I have taken notice of the Fallibi- 


lit) and Contradiction of Reaſon, on the Agreement 


of Body and Place, or Extention which is the Qua- 


tity by which Body fills Place, and agrees with it. 
And 
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And here I earneſtly entreat every Man who reads 
this, to pray with a Reſolution of Reſignation, and 
in Sincerity of Heart, to the Father of Mankind, 
who confounds and clouds the Selt-preſuming, the 
Proud, and Learned in the Maze of human Errors, 
while he ſheds his divine Light on the Hearts of the 
Humble and Simple; to unite them to him in Spi— 
rit and Truth: And if they do this with a Heart pre- 
pared to embrace Truth, without Guile, or any 
earthly Affection ſuperior thereto, there is no doubt 
but he will give them that Illumination which vain 
Reaſon or Philoſophy cannot give. 

P. S. After I had finiſhed the above, I conſider— 
ed how difficult it 1: abſolutely to ſubdue the Noti— 
ons that all People have from their Infancy of Mat- 
ter, and which are farther confirmed in learned 
Men, by the Mechanick Syſtems of the Schools, 
pretending to explicate the very Origin of Things. 
And the Management of this Maiter, ur forming; 
the World, tho' the World be created to Hand, 
and does not ſeem to want much Repair, has been un- 
der the ſtricteſt Attention of learned Men, above 
two thouſand Years, and their wrangling has grown 
conſiderably warmer within the laſt Century. The 
Pretenders to Demonſtration, have added to rhe Con— 
fuſion by a Kind of Screen; ſetting out from the ſame 
Principles of Geometry, what a Variety of Syſtems, 
what Contradictions do they lead to ? 1 

The following Lines, iuppoſe firſt Qualitics to re- 
fide in Bodies, according to the general Sente of 
the World, and conſider in that View: the Poſſibi- 
Iity of Tranſubſtantiation. By the Way ic may 
be of Uſe to take Notice of the great Inadver- 
tency of introducing ſyſtematick Reaſoning into Rc 
ligion, the very Terms whereof are dangerous, as 
being apt to lead the Mind intoa particular Set of 
Notions foreign to the Purpole, and perhaps inde- 
ſenſible; and I fancy upon Examination, many of 
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the vulger Arguments againſt Tranſubſtantiation, 
might be found directed only againſt ſuch unwary 
Terms. 

The prevailing Opinion, that Qualities are the 
Reſult of the Figure, Texture, Motion, Sc. of 
the minute Parts of Matter, makes a diſtinguiſhed 
Part in thoſe Syſtems that deduce the World from 
Motion, and the Coalition of Parts. The ſimple 
uniform Plan of the Creation, was not known to the 
Heathens, and of all Men, Epicurus had the molt 
injurious Notions of Providence; it is no wonder 
therefore, that his Doctrine ſhould trace Qualities, 
no farther than their immediate Subject, who imagin- 
ed Matter to be Eternal, and did not obſerve a de- 
ſigned Connection, 


Neve putes Occulorum clara creata 
Ut videant ; ſed quod natum eſt, id procreat uſum. 
Lucretius. 


De Cartes's Aﬀectation to form a Scheme of ge- 
neral Phyſicks, was the Occaſion of his advancing 
ſome Errors, unbecoming his good Senſe and fine 
Parts; his Affection to move without an actual 
Line of Direction, is one of thoſe (which was lome- 
what excuſable in Epicurus, who as I ſaid before, 
imagined Matter, and conſequently its Properties, 
to be Eternal and Independent.) From the ſpon— 
taneous Concourſe of the Duſt made by his Friction, 


are produced the Parts of the Univerſe, in Order 


and Proportion, and from the Motion, Texture and 
Figure, come all the Perceptions of Things general 
or particular which appear in the World, 


I' o trace the Foundation of this Opinion no far- 


ther, it is certain, that no Tenet merely human, can 
be allowed a principle in Learning, much leſs of any 
Weight in Religion, that has not at leaſt an evident 
Poſſibility 3 but this I treat of, is ſo far from any 
| | kind 
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kind of Proof, that it is not poſſible, even to con- 
ceive how any Texture, Motion, or Figure, can 
raiſe in the Mind, the ſecondary Qualities of Sweet, 
Bitter, Yellow, or form Extention, Solidity, unleſs 
the Parts were extended and ſolid, antecedent to the 
Texture, Motion, or Figure of any Aſſemblage of 
minute Parts, and conſequently independent of them. 
It is ſurpriſing, that ſince the Acknowledgment of 
a univerſal Connection from a univerſal Cauſe, it is 
not equally current, that Qualities are adjuſted to a 
Mind, perceiving them. It has always been fatal 
to the Glory of Philoſophy, that it divides the World 
with mighty Trifles, while the plaineſt Innuendo's of 
Conlequence ſleep in Learning. Allowing conceiv- 
able Qualities in external Matter, do we obſerve any 
neceſſary Connection, between Matter and Quality, 
prior to, and independent of the univerſal Deſigns 


_of the Creator, who fixed them there, to anſwer the 


Mind, and its Faculty of Perception? I believe no 
Body imagines, Nature to be a real Being, who di- 
vides the Creation with God, and enters into his 
Views, wherefore it is Nenſenſe to attribute any Self- 
exiſtent Nature to Matter, but the Impreſſions of 
God in Retroſpect to a perceiving Mind. The no- 
bleſt Part of Providence, lies within the Sphere of 
ſenſible Qualities, which it is the greateſt Affront to 
the Author of our Senſations, to aſcribe to any other 
Origin. It will but involve us farther into Confuſi- 
on, to ſay, God foreſeeing Matter created in ſuch a 
Foim, would anſwer ſuch Purpoſes, created it ac- 
cordingly. This is attributing an occult Property, 
an Affection, or Nature to a Form, independent and 
prior to the Will of God, tho? its Baſis be of his 
Creation. The ſame Objection will always lie againſt 


any Conſlitution, Motion, or Texture, being the 


Cauſe of any Quality, from any independent Promp- 
titude of its own, or Fitneſs, which ſtill brings us 


back to the old latent Principle from which it ſprang, 
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viz. an Independency, an Eternity in Matter, and 
creative Affections. 

Eſſences then are not only created by God, but 
their Qualities are his Impreſſions, relative to a Mind 
perceiving them, and not neceſſary Conſequences of 
any Form, Conſtitution, Motion, or Texture. 
Wherefore the giving real Fleſh, the Appearance of 
Bread, implies no greater Difficulty than the original 
Impreſſion at the Creation. When Man ſpeaks 
to Man, or communicates Notions to another, 
which himſelf thoroughly underſtands, any Devia- 
tion from his own Notions, is a Falſhood, and if he 
ſhould after, communicate his real Notions, a Con- 
tradiction too; becauſe the Intention of Truth is un- 


derſtood on both Sides. For the ſame Reaſon, if 


God had by a revealed Treatiſe on heavenly Bodies, 
profeſt for the Information and good of Mortals to 
teach them Aſtronomy, and therein inculcated the 

Moon to be flat, and Self- luminous; and after it had 
been demonſtrated, to be Spherical and Opake, the 
Contradiction would be indefenſible; but tho? God 
be the Author of Viſion, and the Deceptio Viſus be 
palpable, yet it is abſurd to charge him with a Con- 
tradition, becauſe his Intentions, very probably were 
not to diſcover Truths always to us of Things, 
which do not come under our Regulation; and the 
_ viſible Deſign of the Text, where he calls the Moon 
a Light, was not to diſcover any Phenomena, but 

to repeat the Uſe of the Planet to Man, and its real 
Service, The Rule of Knowledge, diffuſed over the 
whole Creation, extends only to the Utfeful, beyond 
which all Creatures have an equal Right, to demand 
an unchangeable Standard to their Perceptions, and 
an unvaried Perception, always equable to that Stan- 
dard, which perhaps God did not think proper to 
give any creared Being. In ſhort, neither the Go- 
vernment, nor Knowledge of Eſſences, nor of their 
Changes belong to us, and to affirm that there is a 
Wd: Contradiction 
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Contradiction to Reaſon, or Falſhood, in the Rev 
lation, that aſſerts the Bread and Wine to be the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, is an egregious Abuſe 
and Impoſition to the Underſtanding. Upon the 
Whole, what I have advanced, has as good a right 
to obtain Credit, as any Syſtem. Let it be remem- 
bered, that all I aim at, or have Occaſion for, is to 


be out of the Verge of Impoſſibility, to eſtabliſh the 
real Preſence a Miſtery of Faith. 
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